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A B S T R A C T 

THE MASTERY OF INFERENTIAl, LHVHL GOHPHHHENSION OF 
THE SECOND YEAR STUDENTS OF SHA SASANA BHAKTI SURABAYA 

by 
MELINDA ISTONO 

Reading as the third skill in language learning 
plays an important role for the Indonesian student.s in 
learning English as a foreign language since the majority 
of them may never speak much English, but n10st. of them 
will have to read English in order to complete their 
university studies. Therefore, the main objective of 
teaching English at the senior high school is the ability 
to read. 

When carrying out her teaching practice in SMA 
Sasana Bhakti Surabaya, the writer made some observations 
on the results of the students" reading tests. From l1er 
observations, she found out that the students got 
problems in comprehending the reading passage, especially 
the inferential questions. 

Realizing the situation stated above, the writer is 
interested in conducting this study. The writer decides 
to limit the study on the students' inferential 
comprehension of passages written in English. 

By using sample of fourty five students of the 
second year of SMA Sasana Bhakti Surabaya, reading 
comprehension test was conducted. The test conducted to 
get the data consisted of two different kinds of reading 
passages (narrative and descriptive). There were sixteen 
questions that the writer made. But, before being 
employed the try-out test was conducted and lhe test 
items were analyzed to know the degree of difficulty and 
the discrimination index. 

The scores obtained from the test are analyzed by 
using statistical calculation. The calculation show~ that 
the mean of the scores in the narrative passage is 73. 
And the mean of the scores in the descriptive passage is 
68. It means that it is lower than the standard 
requirement 75. However, the students' mastery is 
good enough since the standard requirement used is 75 
taken from the GBPP. The percentage of the students who 
have mastered (those who get score above 75 ) the infer
ential comprehension skills in the narrative passage or 
fulfilled the standard requirement is 53.2%. And the 
percentage of the students who have mastered the 
inferential comprehension skills in the descriptive 
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passage is 44.4%. But it does not mean that the students 
are already in the inferential level of comprehension. 
They have not been at the infere11tial level of 
comprehension yet since the mean of the scores is below 
75. 

It will be of a great help when the suitable mate
rial is presented in the right technique of teaching and 
also the students themselves have ~reat motivation. 
Having good and enough prior knowledge is also l1elpful to 
improve the students" reading comprehension to achieve 
the standard requirement that has not bee11 fulfilled yet. 
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